Docket No. AUS920030625US1 



CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method in a data processing system for installing 
software in a network data processing system, the method 
comprising: 

detecting an event in the network data processing 
system, wherein the event indicates that a software 
module is to be installed in a set of data processing 
systems in the network data processing systems- 
discovering a configuration of each data processing 
system in the set of data processing systems; 

creating a set of instructions using a knowledge 
base of prior installations, wherein the set of 
instructions is tailored for each data processing system 
in the set of data processing systems based on the 
configuration for the each data processing system in the 
set of data processing systems; and 

sending the set of instructions for the software 
module to be installed to the set of data processing 
systems . 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of 
instructions includes a future time to request the 
software module from an installation server. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of data 
processing systems is at least one data processing 
system. 
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4. The method of claim 1, wherein the knowledge base of 
prior installations is located in an installed product 
registry. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of 
instructions is executed at a selected time on each data 
processing system in the set of data processing systems 
to pull the software module from a source on the network 
data processing system and install the software module on 
the set of data processing systems. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the knowledge base of 
prior instructions includes a mapping between user 
identities and prior user installation configuration 
data, 

7. A data processing system for installing software in 
a network data processing system, the data processing 
system comprising: 

a bus system; 

a communications unit connected to the bus system; 

a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the 
memory includes a set of instructions; and 

a processing unit connected to the bus system, 
wherein the processing unit executes the set of 
instructions to detect an event in the network data 
processing system in which the event indicates that a 
software module is to be installed in a set of data 
processing systems in the network data processing system; 
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discover a configuration of each data processing system 
in the set of data processing systems; create a set of 
instructions using a knowledge base of prior 
installations in which the set of instructions is 
tailored for each data processing system in the set of 
data processing systems based on the configuration for 
the each data processing system in the set of data 
processing systems; and send the set of instructions for 
the software module to be installed to the set of data 
processing systems. 

8. A data processing system for installing software in 
a network data processing system, the data processing 
system comprising: 

detecting means for detecting an event in the 
network data processing system, wherein the event 
indicates that a software module is to be installed in a 
set of data processing systems in the network data 
processing system; 

discovering means for discovering a configuration of 
each data processing system in the set of data processing 
systems ; 

creating means for creating a set of instructions 
using a knowledge base of prior installations, wherein 
the set of instructions is tailored for each data 
processing system in the set of data processing systems 
based on the configuration for the each data processing 
system in the set of data processing systems; and 
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sending means for sending the set of instructions 
for the software module to be installed to the set of 
data processing systems. 

9. The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the 
set of instructions includes a future time to request the 
software module from an installation server. 

10. The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the 
set of data processing systems is at least one data 
processing system* 

11. The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the 
knowledge base of prior installations is located in an 
installed product registry. 

12. The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the 
set of instructions is executed at a selected time on 
each data processing system in the set of data processing 
systems to pull the software module from a source on the 
network data processing system and install the software 
module on the set of data processing systems . 

13. A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for installing software in a network data 
processing system, the computer program product 
comprising: 

first instructions for detecting an event in the 
network data processing system, wherein the event 
indicates that a software module is to be installed in a 
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set of data processing systems in the network data 
processing system; 

second instructions for discovering a configuration 
of each data processing system in the set of data 
processing systems; 

third instructions for creating a set of 
instructions using a knowledge base of prior 
installations, wherein the set of instructions is 
tailored for each data processing system in the set of 
data processing systems based on the configuration for 
the each data processing system in the set of data 
processing systems; and 

fourth instructions for sending the set of 
instructions for the software module to be installed to 
the set of data processing systems . 

14. The computer program product of claim 13/ wherein 
the set of instructions includes a future time to request 
the software module from an installation server, 

15. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein 
the set of data processing systems is at least one data 
processing system. 

16. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein 
the knowledge base of prior installations is located in 
an installed product registry. 

17. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein 
the set of instructions is executed at a selected time on 
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each data processing system in the set of data processing 
systems to pull the software module from a source on the 
network data processing system and install the software 
module on the set of data processing systems. 



